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Selection of Equipment for the Olympic Regatta 2008 

Windsurfing Equipment and Format 

A submission from the Danish Sailing Association 

PROPOSAL: 

Equipment and format should be chosen in order to suit the wind/weather conditions at 
the location of the Olympic regatta, as well as to optimise the possibility for TV-coverage 
of this event.  The slalom, wave, marathon and freestyle formats may also be options. 

The evaluation event should be as open as possible in order to maximise the choices 
and possibilities for Council to choose the right equipment and format for 2008. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

The discipline and format for 2004 is no longer representing the development in 
windsurfing at a world-wide scale, where slalom, wave and freestyle are normal at top 
level racing.  The equipment and format for 2004 no longer attracts young sailors, and 
windsurfing is losing its importance in significant regions of the world. 

REASON: 

The Federation (ISAF) considers that it is important that windsurfing is represented at 
the Olympics in the future, but with new equipment and formats which represent the 
latest developments in this part of the sport.  

It is important to secure a development in this part of the sport, which has a great appeal 
to young sailors around the world, and therefore is important for the recruitment of 
youngsters to sailing in general. 

It is necessary to choose modern equipment and new racing formats, which can be 
adjusted according to the conditions at the location for sailing and the possibilities for 
media coverage, ie, equipment could have different sail sizes and  the format could also 
be a mix (“triathlon”) of for example 3 different types of racing formats, decided 
according to the weather conditions of the day.  

During the Olympic regatta, racing could include course-racing, slalom, wave and/or a 
marathon race. A format with finals of 6 boards after a “qualification” round should be 
considered. 


